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Possible Side Effects of Intrathecal Therapy[endnoteRef:1] (Table Version Date: December 1, 2025) [1:  Intrathecal Therapy risk table includes side effects for methotrexate or cytarabine administered intrathecally as a single agent, or the drug combination regimen of methotrexate, cytarabine, and hydrocortisone (triple intrathecal therapy).
] 

These side effect tables for standard cancer therapies are provided as a resource. Look at the prescribing information or FDA package insert for the most complete and up-to-date information.
	[bookmark: _Hlk195280665]Common side effects (some may be serious)
In 100 people receiving Intrathecal Therapy (Methotrexate, Cytarabine, Triple Intrathecal therapy), more than 20 and up to 100 may have:

	· Nausea, vomiting
· Fever
· Headache



	Occasional side effects (some may be serious)
In 100 people receiving Intrathecal Therapy (Methotrexate, Cytarabine, Triple Intrathecal therapy), from 4 to 20 may have:

	· Inflammation of the lining of the brain that can lead to headache, stiff neck, numbness and tingling
· Bruising, bleeding
· Pain
· Numbness and tingling of the arms and legs
· Tiredness, sleepiness, dizziness, loss of coordination, confusion
· Rash



	Rare side effects that are serious
In 100 people receiving Intrathecal Therapy (Methotrexate, Cytarabine, Triple Intrathecal therapy), 3 or fewer may have:

	· Damage to the brain that may result in a decrease in the ability to learn
· Seizure
· Allergic reaction which may cause rash, low blood pressure, wheezing, shortness of breath, swelling of the face or throat
· Paralysis, weakness
· Blurred vision with a chance of blindness
· Bleeding into the space of the spine at the site of the injection
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