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Possible Side Effects of Carboplatin, Docetaxel, Pembrolizumab (Table Version Date: December 1, 2025)
These side effect tables for standard cancer therapies are provided as a resource. Look at the prescribing information or FDA package insert for the most complete and up-to-date information.
	[bookmark: _Hlk195280665]Common side effects (some may be serious)
In 100 people receiving Carboplatin, Docetaxel, Pembrolizumab, more than 20 and up to 100 may have:

	· Cough, shortness of breath
· Anemia which may cause tiredness, or may require blood transfusions
· Infection, possibly in the blood, especially when white blood cell count is low
· Bruising, bleeding
· Swelling of the body, arms, legs, face
· Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, constipation, belly pain, loss of appetite
· Sores on lips and in mouth, difficulty swallowing
· Allergic reaction which may cause rash, low blood pressure, wheezing, shortness of breath, swelling of the face or throat
· Headache, confusion
· Pain in muscles, joints, back, neck
· Cold symptoms such as stuffy nose, sneezing, sore throat
· Fever
· Numbness, pain, and tingling of the arms, legs, fingers, and/or toes
· Pain
· Tiredness, weakness
· Watering eyes
· Hair loss, change in nails
· Rash, itching, blistering, peeling of skin



	Occasional side effects (some may be serious)
In 100 people receiving Carboplatin, Docetaxel, Pembrolizumab, from 4 to 20 may have:

	· Abnormal heartbeat of low blood pressure which may cause fainting
· Damage to the lungs which may cause shortness of breath, cough, wheezing
· Liver damage which may cause yellowing of eyes and skin, swelling
· Kidney damage which may cause swelling, may require dialysis
· Blood in urine
· A tear, hole, or sores in the bowels which may cause pain or may require surgery
· Internal bleeding which may cause belly pain, black tarry stool, blood in vomit
· Bloating, changes in taste
· Dizziness
· Difficulty sleeping
· Weight loss or weight gain
· Muscle weakness, muscle spasms, body aches
· Flu-like symptoms including fever, chills, body aches, muscle pain
· Swelling, redness, and pain at the site of the medication injection
· Patches of skin color loss



	Rare side effects that are serious
In 100 people receiving Carboplatin, Docetaxel, Pembrolizumab, 3 or fewer may have:

	· A new cancer (including leukemia) resulting from treatment
· Makes the immune system too active so it attacks the cells or organs of the body, which may cause fever, rash, yellow eyes and skin, shortness of breath, headache, weakness, swollen lymph nodes
· Heart attack or heart failure which may cause shortness of breath, swelling of ankles, cough or tiredness
· Heart stops beating
· Swelling of the brain which may cause headache, blurred vision, stiff neck, and/or confusion
· Swelling of the spinal cord which may cause pain and weakness
· Fluid around heart or lungs which may cause shortness of breath, chest pressure or pain, and low blood pressure
· Blood clot, including in the lung which may cause swelling, pain, shortness of breath
· Rejection of organ or other transplant
· Complications of stem cell transplant where donor cells attack the recipient’s organs
· Tumor lysis syndrome which may cause kidney damage which may require dialysis
· Sinusoidal obstructive syndrome (SOS) which may cause damage to the liver, yellowing of the eyes and skin, swelling
· Swelling of the bowels which may cause pain, diarrhea
· Tiredness and low blood pressure which may cause feeling faint
· Diabetes
· Damage to the muscles which may cause muscle pain, dark red urine
· Guillain-Barre syndrome which may cause numbness and tingling of the arms, legs, and upper body, shortness of breath
· Vogt-Koyanagi-Harada syndrome, which may cause flu-like symptoms, blurred vision, ringing in the ears, changes in hair or hair loss, swelling, tenderness
· Vision loss
· Sensitivity of eyes to light
· Difficulty hearing
· Skin rash developing 1-8 weeks after a drug is given which may be accompanied by fever, lymph node swelling and organ failure
· Stevens-Johnson syndrome which may cause severe skin rash with blisters and peeling which can involve mouth and other parts of the body
· Shedding and scaling of the skin (possible fatal loss of bodily fluids)


Patients should be aware that Docetaxel may cause them to become intoxicated from the alcohol it contains. Patients should avoid driving, operating machinery, or performing other activities that are dangerous within one to two hours after the infusion of Docetaxel.
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