Agenda
Immune Aging and Cancer Therapy Workshop

PART I – March 24, 2026 

	12:00 PM – 12:05 PM
	Welcome and Introduction Toby T Hecht, PhD, NCI

	12:05 PM – 12:35 PM
	Keynote: Immune organoids as a high resolution, mechanistic window into aging and human immune responses generally
Speaker: Mark M Davis, PhD, Stanford University


Session I. Immune Aging and Cancer (Chair: Janko Ž. Nikolich, University of Arizona; Moderators: Mulualem Tilahun and Qing Bin (Max) Guo, NIA)
	
12:35 PM – 12:40 PM
	
Session Introduction

	12:40 PM – 1:00 PM
	Age-related changes in immunity and its impact - Janko Ž Nikolich, MD, PhD, University of Arizona College of Medicine-Tucson

	1:00 PM – 1:20 PM
	Development of an immune-aging metric - Shai Shen-Orr, PhD, Technion – Israel Institute of Technology

	1:20 PM – 1:40 PM
	Characterizing and targeting pathogenic senescent states - Scott W Lowe, PhD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

	1:40 PM – 2:00 PM
	T cell dysfunction in cancer and aging - Tuoqi Wu, PhD, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center



	2:00 PM – 2: 20 PM
	Hematopoiesis dynamics and therapy-related myeloid neoplasia in solid tumor patients - Elizabeth M Swisher, MD, University of Washington


Session II. Immune Aging and Cancer Immunotherapy Response and Resistance (Chair:
Mark M Davis, Stanford University; Moderator: Zhang-Zhi Hu, NCI)

	2:55 PM – 3:00 PM
	Session Introduction

	3:00 PM – 3:20 PM
	A Complex TiME: How aging drives tumor progression - Ashani Weeraratna, PhD, Johns Hopkins University

	3:20 PM – 3:40 PM
	Aging and immune checkpoint inhibition therapy responses - Anton Wellstein, MD, PhD, Georgetown University

	3:40 PM – 4:00 PM
	Human senescent cells interfere with the tumor immune response using several distinct mechanisms - Christian Beausejour, PhD, University of Montreal

	4:00 PM – 4:20 PM
	Targeting Th17 inﬂammaging or correcting the Th17/Treg imbalance to treat age-related prostate cancer - Qiuyang Zhang, PhD, Tulane University

	4:20 PM – 4:40 PM
	Harnessing immune aging hallmarks to optimize immunotherapy responses - Daniel Zabransky, MD, PhD, Johns Hopkins University



PART II – Thursday, March 26, 2026 

Session III. Immune Aging and Cancer Therapy Toxicity (Chair: Javid J Moslehi, UCSF; Moderators: Weiwei Chen and Sundaresan Venkatachalam, NCI)

	12:00 PM – 12:10 PM
	Session Introduction

	12:10 PM – 12:30 PM
	Immune checkpoint blockade-induced cardiotoxicity - Javid J Moslehi, MD, University of California, San Francisco

	12:30 PM – 12:50 PM
	Unraveling the role of immune activation in anthracycline cardiotoxicity - Aarti Asnani, MD, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Harvard Medical School

	12:50 PM – 1:10 PM
	Immune reconstitution and related late complications after CAR-T therapy - Jay Spiegel, MD, University of Miami

	1:10 PM – 1:30 PM
	Age-associated shortcomings of CAR-T cell therapy - Nicola Vannini, PhD, University of Fribourg, Switzerland

	1:30 PM – 1:50 PM
	Age-related changes in cell death signaling determine the responses of healthy cells and tissues to cancer therapies - Kristopher Sarosiek, PhD, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health


Session IV. Panel Discussion (Chair: Marc Ernstoff, MD, Dartmouth College)

	2:30 PM – 4:00 PM
	Panel discussion of provocative questions, gaps, and opportunities at the intersection of immune aging study and cancer therapy research



